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FIG News Con’t

Philosopher Marc Crépon of the École Nationale d’Administration specializes in German and French phi-
losophy of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, notably Nietzsche, Rosenzweig, and the emergence of
the discourse of nationhood in the late eighteenth century. He is the author of  Les géographies de l’esprit,
which examines the construction of  “peoples” in German philosophy from Leibniz to Hegel. He co-
authored La langue: source de la nation; Le malin génie des langues: essais sur Nietzsche, Heidegger,
Rosenzweig; Les promesses du langage: Benjamin, Rosenzweig, Heidegger; L’imposture du choc des civil-
isations; and Langues sans demeure. Crépon will be in residence for several weeks in the Spring. 

Sociologist Bruno Palier of Sciences Po, author of Gouverner la sécurité sociale and, with Pepper
Culpepper and Peter Hall, Changing France: The Politics that Markets Make, is France’s leading expert on
the political economy of the welfare state. He is also the director of the Northwestern University-Sciences
Po Program on Public Health Policy. He will teach a graduate seminar in Political Science and an under-
graduate course in Public Health in the Spring. 

Marco Oberti studies urban sociology at Sciences Po, and is co-author of Les étudiants, and Le monde des
étudiants. This past year he co-edited Émeutes urbaines et protestations which analyzes the youth and stu-
dent disturbances in France of 2005-6. His larger project examines the impact of school preference on resi-
dential choice as a source of social segregation in France and in the United Sates. Professor Oberti will be
visiting Northwestern as part of the faculty exchange program that FIG has established with Sciences Po. 

CICS is pleased to announce that on Thursday,
September 28th (noon, Ripton Room in Scott Hall)
Professor Roderick MacFarquhar will discuss his
book Mao’s Last Revolution, co-written with
Michael Schoenhals.

The Cultural Revolution was a watershed event in
the history of the People’s Republic of China, the
defining decade of half a century of communist rule.
This masterly book explains why Mao launched the
Cultural Revolution and shows his Machiavellian
role in masterminding it (which Chinese publications
conceal). In often horrifying detail, this book docu-
ments the Hobbesian state that ensued. The move-
ment veered out of control and terror paralyzed the
country. Power struggles raged among Lin Biao,
Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, and Jiang QingMao’s
wife and leader of the Gang of Fourwhile Mao often
played one against the other. In its invaluable critical

analysis of Chairman Mao and its brilliant portrait of

a culture in turmoil, Mao’s Last Revolution offers

the most authoritative and compelling account to

date of this seminal event in the history of China.

Roderick MacFarquhar is the Leroy B. Williams

Professor of History and Political Science and

Director of the John King Fairbank Center for East

Asian Research at Harvard University. His publica-

tions include The Hundred Flowers Campaign and
the Chinese Intellectuals, The Sino-Soviet Dispute,
China under Mao; Sino-American Relations, 1949-
1971; and The Secret Speeches of Chairman Mao.

He was the founding editor of “The China

Quarterly,” and has been a fellow at Columbia

University, the Woodrow Wilson International

Center for Scholars, and the Royal Institute for

International Affairs.

CHINA IN THE WORLD SPEAKER SERIES
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List of Speakers
Kendall Brown, Art History, California State
University, Long Beach “On the Town: Mediating
Modernity in Popular Prints on Tokyo.”

Vincent Chen, Public Service Program, DePaul
Urbanization in China: Historical Overview and
Emerging Patterns

Xiangming Chen, Sociology, University of Illinois-
Chicago
TBA

Joshua Goldstein, History,
University of Southern
California
TBA

Jeffrey Hanes, History,
University of Oregon
TBA

Pierre Landry, Political
Science, Yale University
TBA

Jinhee Lee, History,
Eastern Illinois University
“The Enemy Within: Disaster, Rumor, and Empire
Management in Tokyo, 1923”

Jordan Sand, History, Georgetown University
“Speculation, Memory and the Character of Tokyo’s
Postmodernity”

Kristin Stapleton, History, University of Kentucky
“Soldiers in the City: Urban Change in the Context of a
Militarizing China, 1895-1953”

Julia Adeney Thomas, History, University of Notre
Dame “From Metropole to Colonial Hinterlands:
Landscape as a Means for Rethinking History and
Memory in Twenty-First Century Japan”

An Interdisciplinary Conference in cooperation with the
Center for International and Comparative Studies,
Northwestern University and with support from the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and the Alice Berline
Kaplan Center, Northwestern University

Summary
In 20th century East Asia, urban centers rapidly
expanded, at a moment when the primary political goal
in both Japan and China was strengthening the nation
state.  On the surface, the expansion of cities seems to
accord with the state-build-
ing project.  Since cities are
political, cultural, social,
and economic centers, it
stands to reason that they
play an important role in
the consolidation of nation-
states in an era of fierce
international competition.
Nonetheless, this conven-
tional wisdom belies the
often deep conflicts
between cities and the
nation-state building
process.  First, cities are
often centers of cosmopoli-
tanism, making them unre-
ceptive to the cultivation of a unique national identity.
Second, national and urban leaders alike were often
highly anxious about those who took advantage of the
relative freedom of urban life in ways they found
unsupportive or even subversive of either elite civic or
national goals. Furthermore, the rapid influx of rural
migrants meant that traditional values, concepts, and
technologies were thrown into the cauldron of city life,
complicating the coherent visions of some modernizers.

The one-day and a half conference brings together a
group of scholars to explore these issues.  At the most
general level, the conference inquires: how did the
meeting of western imperialism, urban cosmopoli-
tanism, traditional agrarian values, and nationalism play
out in major urban centers in East Asia?  What were the
ways in which the nation-states sought to force compli-
ance from urbanites, and how did the locals, in turn, use
the diverse array of concepts at their disposal to legit-
imize and accomplish their own separate goals?

Illustration: ©2006 Pan Hsiao-Hsia. Courtesy of Pan Hsiao-Hsia,
taiwan_peterpen@yahoo.com.tw

City and State in 20th Century China and Japan: October 12-13, 2006
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October 11th,  Library Forum Room Film Screening
at 3:00, Discussion with the director to be followed at
5:00p.m.

OUR OWN PRIVATE BIN LADEN is a film about
understanding the creation of the persona of Osama bin
Laden as a phenomenon of the interplay
between history, politics, global economics and
the media.

The film highlights the historical background
that led to the fatal link between post-Cold War
politics and the emergence of new forms of ter-
rorism that succeeded in establishing their own
economy.  It traces the connection between pri-
vatization, deregulation and free market and the global-
ization of terrorism.

OUR OWN PRIVATE BIN LADEN examines the com-
plicity between economic structures of “terror” and “the
war on terror,” their interdependencies, and the creation
of the Bin Laden industry as a consequence.

The film explains why the world after September 11,
2001 is less the result of a stray act of terror but the con-
sequence of a series of fatal decisions made from 1945
onwards.

Samira Goetschel was born in Iran and fled
the country with her family after her father
was executed by the government of Ayatollah
Khomeini. She spent her formative years in
the United States. An alumnus of New York
University film school, Goetschel’s graduating
film Clown De La Vie was the Best Short
Film winner at the 1992 New York State Film

Festival. She earned a Masters of Arts degree at
Columbia University, and followed her passion for film-
making with a short film ¿ about the Holocaust Museum
in Washington DC. Goetschel’s first feature-length docu-
mentary, Our Own Private Bin Laden was made over a
three-year time span. It explores Osama bin Laden’s rise
to notoriety without using a single image of its subject.

DOCUMENTARY FILM SERIES: OUR OWN PRIVATE BIN LADEN©

THE KEYMAN FAMILY IN MODERN TURKISH STUDIES PRESENTS
WORLD RENOWNED PIANIST AND COMPOSER FAZIL SAY.

The Keyman Family Program in Modern Turkish
Studies and CICS are honored to host the world
renowned pianist and composer, Mr. Fazil Say.
Please join us at the Lutkin Hall, on Saturday,
November 18, to enjoy a musical performance
and lecture by Fazil Say.

Born in 1970 in Ankara, Turkey, Fazil Say stud-
ied piano and composition at the Ankara State
Conservatory. At the age of seventeen he was
awarded a scholarship that enabled him to study
for five years with David Levine at the Robert
Schumann Institute in Düsseldorf. From 1992 to
1995 he continued his studies at the Berlin
Conservatory. In 1994 he was the winner of the Young
Concert Artists International Auditions, which gave a
rapid start to his international career.  Fazil Say is a reg-
ular guest with the New York Philharmonic, the Israel
Philharmonic, the Baltimore Symphony, the St
Petersburg Philharmonic , the BBC Philharmonic, the
Orchestre National de France and other leading orches-
tras across the globe. He has appeared at the Lucerne

Festival, the Ruhr Piano Festival, the Rheingau Music
Festival , the Verbier Festival, the Montpellier Festival,

the Beethoven Festival Bonn, and in all the
world’s leading concert halls, including the
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, the Berlin
Philharmonie, the Vienna Musikverein, Suntory
Hall in Tokyo, Carnegie Hall and Avery Fisher
Hall in New York, and many others. In the
2003/04 season he made debuts at the Salzburg
Festival, Lincoln Center Festival in New York,
Harrod’s Piano Series in London and the World
Piano Series in Tokyo . His chamber music
partners include Yuri Bashmet and Shlomo

Mintz. In 2004 he made a major tour of Europe and the
USA with Maxim Vengerov, appearing at such venues
as Carnegie Hall, the Vienna Musikverein, the
Amsterdam Concertgebouw, the Barbican Centre in
London, and the Salzburg Festival. He will tour Europe
and Asia with Akiko Suwanai in 2006.

For more information please see:
http://www.fazilsay.net



Calendar of Events :: Fall Quarter 2006

SEPTEMBER
China in the World Series :: Thu 09/28 : 12 (Noon)
Roderick MacFarquhar, Leroy B. Williams Professor of History and Political
Science and Director of the John King Fairbank Center for East Asian Research
at Harvard University
“Mao’s Last Revolution”
Ripton Room, Scott Hall, 601 University Place

Faculty and Fellows Colloquium :: Fri 09/29 : 12 (Noon) – 1:00 p.m.
Silvia Lara, Professor, History Department at the State University of Campinas
and CICS Visiting Scholar
“Palmares, Cucaú and the Perspectives of Freedom in
Seventeenth Century Brazil”

CICS and Program in Comparative-Historical Social Science
Fri 09/29 : 3:00 p.m.
Inaugural Workshop: Welcoming reception with presentation of draft
doctoral proposal by Sebastian Karcher (Graduate student, Political
Science, Northwestern University).

OCTOBER
Roberta Buffett Visiting Professorship Lecture
Tue 10/03 : 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Stephen Kinzer, Roberta Buffett Visiting Professor,
Iran and Turkey: Rising Powers in the New Middle East
Harris Hall 108, 1881 Sheridan Road

Roberta Buffett Visiting Professorship Lecture
Wed 10/04 : 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Fredrik Engelstad, Roberta Buffett Visiting Professor and Professor at
the Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of Oslo
“Power and Democracy: Changing Patterns of Influence in Globalized Societies”
Harris Hall 108, 1881 Sheridan Road

Faculty and Fellows Colloquium :: Fri 10/06 : 12 (Noon) - 1:00 p.m.
Will Reno, Department of Political Science
Title TBA

CICS and Program in Comparative-Historical Social Science
Fri 10/06 : 3:00 p.m.
Joseph Gerteis, University of Minnesota, Department of Sociology
Title TBA

Documentary Film Series :: Wed 10/11 : 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Samira Goetschel, Documentary Film Maker
“Our Own Private Bin Laden”
Library Forum Room, 1970 Campus Drive

CICS and Northwestern University Interdisciplinary
Sponsored Conference :: Thu 10/12 - Fri 10/13
Conference : “City and State in 20th Century China and Japan”
Harris Hall 108, 1881 Sheridan Road

Faculty and Fellows Colloquium :: Fri 10/13 : 12 (Noon) - 1:00 p.m
Andreas Niederberger, Visiting Professor Department of Political
Science and Political Science Professor at Johann Wolfgang
Goethe-University Frankfurt/Main, Germany
“Democracy in World Society? Normative Foundations
and Historical Prospects”

CICS and Program in Comparative-Historical Social Science
Fri 10/13 : 3:00 p.m.
Gary Goertz, University of Arizona, Department of Political Science
“The Evolution of Regional Economic Institutions into Security
Institutions, or, The Demise of Realist Military Alliances?”

Islam in the World Series :: Mon 10/16 : 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Roy Mottahedeh, Gurney Professor of History
(Department of History), Harvard University
“The Recent History of Iraq and the Formation of the Shiite Party”
Ripton Room, Scott Hall, 601 University Place

Faculty and Fellows Colloquium :: Fri 10/20 : 12 (Noon) - 1:00 p.m
Thomas McDade, Associate Professor of Anthropology
“Ethnobotanical knowledge and child health in lowland Bolivia”

Faculty and Fellows Colloquium :: Fri 10/27 : 12 (Noon) - 1:00 p.m
Laura Hein, Professor in the Department of History
“Modern Art Patronage and Democracy in Postwar Japan”

NOVEMBER
Faculty and Fellows Colloquium :: Fri 11/03 : 12 (Noon) - 1:00 p.m
Pablo Boczkowski, Associate Professor in the Department
of Communication Studies
“News at Work: Technology, Monitoring and Imitation?”

Faculty and Fellows Colloquium :: Fri 11/10 : 12 (Noon) - 1:00 p.m
Akram Zaatari, Video Artist and Film Director, Beirut, Lebanon
“Borders are Representatives of Conflict”

CICS and Program in Comparative-Historical Social Science
Fri 11/10 : 3:00 p.m.
November 10:  Elisabeth Clemens, University of Chicago,
Department of Sociology
Title TBA

Keyman Family Program in Modern Turkish Studies
Sat 11/18 : 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Fazil Say, Pianist and Composer
Concert and Lecture
Lutkin Hall, 700 University Place

Discussions occur at CICS, 1902 Sheridan Rd., and are open to the public unless otherwise noted. For more information call: 847/467-2770 or e-mail: m-briem@northwestern.edu
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New CICS Working Group Launched on Chieftaincy Con’t

Earle ended his presentation with a discussion of the potential useful-

ness of chieftaincy for understanding sub-state organizations in the

modern world. The opportunistic and flexible structure of the chieftain-

cy is ideal for rapid adjustment to changing economic and political

opportunities outside of state control, allowing the organization to

morph freely as opportunities and constrains change. The lively discus-

sion that followed Earle’s presentation suggested to CICS Associate

Director Brian Hanson that the concept of chieftaincy might be fruitful

for a CICS working group.  Hanson said, “As I looked around the room

and listened to the discussion, I saw eyes lighting up as faculty mem-
bers from a wide range of disciplines and schools made connection
between Earle’s discussion of chieftaincy and central issues in their own
research.  We are thrilled that Tim has converted that conversation into
an ongoing Working Group.  Bring together scholars from across the
university to promote these types of cross-disciplinary conversations
and spur new collaborations and research efforts is one of the main
goals of CICS.  This is a great example of unique role CICS can play to
promote international and comparative research at Northwestern.”

Continued on Page 16
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CICS PARTNERS WITH PROGRAM IN
COMPARATIVE-HISTORICAL SOCIAL SCIENCE
This year, the Departments of Political Science and Sociology will launch a new joint graduate
program in Comparative-Historical Social Science (CHSS).  Graduate students in the CHSS
program earn a special certificate from the University by completing a series of courses on
comparative-historical analysis and participating in the program workshop.  CHSS will hold its
bi-weekly workshop in the seminar room of Center for International and Comparative Studies
on Fridays from 3-4:30 pm.  The inaugural workshop will be Friday, September 29 at 3pm and
all are invited to attend.  Individuals interested in the CHSS are invited to see the program’s
webpage (to be posted on CICS website by the end of September) or to contact James Mahoney
James-Mahoney@northwestern.edu.

New CICS Working Group Launched on Chieftaincy Con’t
During the first two years, the Working Group will hold 12 events, and hopes to spawn individual

and collective research projects and publications.

The initial list of Working Group participants includes:

Tim Earle, Anthropology � Karen Alter, Political Science � John Bushnell, History � Bruce Carruthers, Sociology
Georgi Derlugian, Sociology � Dilip Gaonkar, Communications Studies � Ed Gibson, Political Science

Jim Mahoney, Political Science � Bill Murphy, Anthropology � Will Reno, Political Science
Frank Safford, History � Hendrik Spruyt, Political Science � Kathy Thelen, Political Science

Faculty, Visiting Scholars and Graduate Students interested in participating in this

Working Group should contact Tim Earle (tke299@northwestern.edu)




